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The e d i t o r  begins  t o  wonder i f  Nyame Akuma i s  read!  I n  s p i t e  of  
M r .  ?Lenses e d i t o r i a l  comments on t h e  l eng th  of c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and t h e  
'Notes t o  cont r ibu tor ;  on p .3  of t h e  cover  l ong  a r t i c l e s  wi th  f u l l  
b ib l iog raph ie s  and i n  some cases  un-reproducible  f i g u r e s  a r e  s t i l l  
being s e n t  i n .  With t h e  hope of making t h e  p o i n t  c l e a r e r  a s e p a r a t e  
s h e e t  on r a t h e r  v i v i d l y  coloured paper  i s  being s e n t  wi th  t h i s  number. 

The ' c o a t - t r a i l i n g '  comments on t h e  use  of B.P. i n  d a t i n g  and a 
c i t i n g  non a v a i l a b l e  a u t h o r i t i e s  which I hoped would provoke some 
d i scuss ion  produced only  one comment, from D r .  Newton of  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of Science and Technology, Kumasi: The r e l e v a n t  p a r t  of h i s  l e t t e r  s ays :  

" In  my t each ing  I o f t e n  have t o  r e f e r  t o  some p a r t i c u l a r  t ime i n  
t h e  d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  e . g .  when d e a l i n g  wi th  such t o p i c s  as 
e v o l u t i o n ,  palaeontology,  and p a s t  even t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  phyto- 
geography. I n  some cases  I need t o  r e f e r  t o  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  
even t s ,  f o r  which radio-carbon d a t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  I always 
r e f e r  t o  even t s  occurr ing  s o  many yea r s  w ,  even when something 
approaching an  abso lu t e  d a t e  is  involved .  Although we cannot now 
abandon t h e  Gregorian ca lendar  f o r  modern d a t i n g ,  now t h a t  it h a s  
been shown t h a t  t h e  whole J e s u s  s t o r y  is  a myth I p r e f e r  t o  avoid  
us ing  t h e  terms B.C.  and A.D.  when p o s s i b l e .  My vo te  i s  f o r  
s t i c k i n g  t o  B.P. 
It seems t h a t  t h e  ' r e f e r e n c e s '  a t  t h e  end of a paper  s e r v e  two 
f u n c t i o n s .  These a r e  a )  t o  s t a t e  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  sou rces  of d a t a  
used i n  prepar ing  t h e  paper ,  and b) t o  guide r e a d e r s  t o  sou rces  
of a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  i f  t hey  wish t o  r e a d  f u r t h e r  on t h e  
t o p i c .  For  t h e  f i r s t  f u n c t i o n  t h e r e  i s  no reason  why an  a u t h o r  
should no t  l ist  i t ems  t h a t  a r e  no t  g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  and indeed ,  
some a u t h o r s  even r e f e r  t o  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  ( u s u a l l y  as ' pe r sona l  
communication' ) . A s  a mere s ta tement  of t h e  a u t h o r ' s  source  
m a t e r i a l  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  is q u i t e  accep tab le .  However, such 
r e f e r e n c e s  can c e r t a i n l y  be most f r u s t r a t i n g  f o r  a r e a d e r  wishing 
t o  u se  t h e  r e f e rence  l i s t  i n  i ts  o t h e r  c a p a c i t y ,  i . e .  as a guide  
t o  f u r t h e r  r ead ing .  I would a g r e e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
m a t e r i a l  no t  g e n e r a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  should be avoided.  Perhaps t h i s  
should be seen as a n  argument i n  favour of encouraging people t o  
pub l i sh  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  i n  p e r i o d i c a l s  of wide d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  i n s t e a d  
of a l lowing  such d a t a  t o  s t a g n a t e  i n  t h e s e s  and departmental  r e p o r t s " .  

P .I,. Shinnie  . 
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GENEVA UNIVERSITY EXCAVATIONS I N  THE SUDAN 

Report on t h e  1979-1980 Season 

The Univers i ty  of Geneva's a rcheologica l  mission i n  t h e  Sudan 
took up i ts  work once again  t h i s  winter .  Severa l  work s i t e s  were 
developed i n  t h e  anc ien t  c i t y  of Kerma and i ts cemeteries .  
Consequently, new d i scover i e s  complete t h e  observat ions  a l r eady  made 
during t h e  p a s t  years .  I n  t h e  c i t y ' s  north-western a r e a ,  houses 
s i t u a t e d  on a small  s t r e e t  were unearthed. These l a t e s t  d i scover i e s  
prove t h a t  i n  Middle Kerma (about 2050-1750 B . C . ) spacious l i v i n g  
q u a r t e r s  e x i s t e d ,  conta in ing  two o r  t h r e e  b i g  rooms disposed around 
a courtyard.  Secondary brickwork housed small  l i v e s t o c k  while  cows 
were kept  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  c i t y  o r ,  i n  case of w a r ,  behind t h e  
enclosure w a l l .  

We continued work on t h e  western Deffufa.  This  l a r g e  e d i f i c e ,  
which marks t h e  cen te r  of t h e  c i t y ,  was probably a temple. Additions 
t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h i s  monument have been re-examined. Under 
t h e  f l o o r  of a chapel ,  which had a c e i l i n g  supported by a s e r i e s  of 
wooden p i l l a r s ,  t h e  remains of a former room were uncovered. The 
bottom p a r t  of t h e  w a l l s  and t h e  f l o o r  of t h i s  room, e n t i r e l y  pa in ted  
i n  r ed  ochre,  have been preserved. Other remains r e l a t e d  t o  t h e s e  
l e v e l s  of occupation may i n d i c a t e  t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  p lace  of 
worship with its storerooms. This  compound d a t e s  from Class i c  Kerma 
(1750-1450 B .C .) but covers  v e s t i g e s  of more anc ien t  dwell ings and 
pub l i c  monuments which w i l l  have t o  be dug up progress ive ly .  Severa l  
l a y e r s  of ash and charcoal  revealed by t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h y  show t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  t r o u b l e s  occured i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  c i t y .  Holes l e f t  by 
t h e  poles  of l i g h t  cons t ruc t ions  made of wood and reeds  can be 
observed. They may belong t o  t h e  per iods  of d e s t r u c t i o n  which seem 
t o  have followed t h e  w a r s  conducted by t h e  k ings  of Kush. 

The c i t y  could thence be reorganized with o t h e r  bu i ld ings  made 
of unbaked b r i cks .  These remains have been observed up t o  2,5O meters  
i n  depth. 

The excavations i n  t h e  tombs of Middle Kerma were continued i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  necropol is .  Cer t a in  f u n e r a l  r i t e s  have now been proven. 
For example, it is known t h a t  l i v e  goa t s  o r  sheep were p laced  in. 
l e a t h e r  bags next t o  t h e  deceased 's  bed. I n  two tombs, t h e  remains 
of a s a c r i f i c e d  adolescent  were found. A r i c h  v a r i e t y  of ceramic 
i l l u s t r a t e s  once again  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  craftsmen. Af te r  a t r a c t o r  
passed over  t h e  ground i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  cemetery s o  as t o  provide new 
farm l a n d ,  a n  emergency work s i t e  had t o  be s e t  up,  because tombs of 
Ancient Kerma (about 2500-2050 B .C . ) were unearthed. The dead were 
dressed  i n  l e a t h e r  c lo th ing ,  i n  one case decorated with beads made 
of bones. 



We a l s o  had t o  in t e rvene  very  r a p i d l y  when houses were cons t ruc ted  
i n  t h e  modern town. A p a r t  of t h e  mero i t i c  cemetery h a s  been excavated.  
Th i s  r a t h e r  poor area has  neve r the le s s  furn ished very i n t e r e s t i n g  
anthropologica l  information.  The necropol is  appears  t o  be very  v a s t  
f o r  we found approximately 800 meters  f u r t h e r  nor th  an  important s e r i e s  
of mero i t i c  b u r i a l  s i t e s .  Judging from t h e  fu rn i sh ings  of t h e s e  tombs, 
they  must d a t e  from t h e  2nd t o  t h e  4 t h  c e n t u r i e s  A..D. Thus, we a r e  
dea l ing  with a r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e r  per iod  and it can be assumed t h a t  t h e  
cemetery expanded from south t o  nor th .  

It i s  i n  t h e  remains of t h e  anc ien t  c i t y  t h a t  we unearthed t h e  
chambers of t h e s e  tombs d a t i n g  from t h e  end of t h e  mero i t i c  per iod .  
One of t h e  b u r i a l  chambers, c a r e f u l l y  vau l t ed ,  possesses  a s p e c i a l  
arrangement. On t h e  descending passage t o  t h e  tomb, an amphora w a s  
smashed at t h e  time of t h e  f u n e r a l  ceremony, perhaps dur ing  a banquet,  
f o r  c e r t a i n  fragments of t h e  broken vase were put  i n t o  t h e  c l o s i n g  
w a l l  of t h e  ent rance .  I n  s p i t e  of ex tens ive  l o o t i n g ,  it i s  s t i l l  
poss ib le  t o  r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  deceased woman. Her 
jewels,  s ca rab  b r a c e l e t s ,  s i l v e r  r i n g s ,  a n k l e t s  and p e a r l  necklaces ,  
a r e  p a r t  of q u a l i t y  f i n e r y .  Other ceramic'wares complete t h i s  
discovery.  

The last weeks of t h e  mission were devoted t o  t h e  p repa ra t ion  of 
a s c i e n t i f i c  f i l m  f o r  t h e  Swiss t e l e v i s i o n  network. Mr.Pierre Barde, 
producer,  considered t h a t  a p resen ta t ion  of t h e  Kerma c i v i l i z a t i o n  was 
an exce l l en t  occasion t o  inc rease  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  awareness of t h e  
Sudanese p a s t .  This  f i l m  i s  being co-produced by t h e  community of 
French-speaking t e l e v i s i o n  networks. 

Charles  Bonnet 

BRITISH INSTITUTE KN EASTERN AFRICA 

P e t e r  Robertshaw (BIEA) , John Mack (BM) , G e r r i t  Dimmendaal 
Univers i ty  of ~ e i d e n )  , Dick Grove (cambridge U . ) , Paul  Harvey 
Cambridge U . ) , Andrew Mawson (cambridge U .  ) , Amum Tor ( ~ u d a n  

Ant iqu i t i e s  s e r v i c e ) ,  and Serge Tornay ( u n i v e r s i t y  of ~ a n t e r r e )  w r i t e :  

The t h i r d  expedi t ion  t o  t h e  Southern Sudan by t h e  B r i t i s h  
I n s t i t u t e  took p lace  between January and March 1980. The o r i g i n a l  
aim of t h e  expedi t ion  w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  archaeologica l  s i t e s  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  former overflow channel between Lake Turkana and t h e  
Ni le ,  t oge the r  with l i n g u i s t i c  and anthropologica l  r e sea rch  on t h e  
present  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a .  However due t o  t h e  excep t iona l ly  
bad drought and poor s t a t e  of roads  it was not  poss ib le  t o  work a t  
t h e  overflow channel. Therefore more widespread survey and excava- 
t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  out  i n  Eas tern  Equatoria .  


